
NEWSLETTER
OLD MUIRITE UNION

OMU President, Andrew Binning, Vice President, George 
Yerolemou and OMU Gauteng Representatives Asanda Singata 
and Lance Hilliard-Lomas, recently visited Bertie to hand over 
a handmade card, which was signed by over 600 Muirites, 
including current learners, teachers and Old Muirites. Bertie 
and 2 of his children were blown away by the kind gesture and 
the gift of an Old Muirite Union Tie. He accepted the tie with 
gratitude but jokingly mentioned the only time he wears ties 
is to funerals!

Bertie was born in London 100 years ago and was sadly 
orphaned at the age of 10 and moved to live with family in 
South Africa. Bertie commenced his schooling career then and 
fondly remembers a Mr Myburgh, an Afrikaans teacher, who 
gave him extra lessons so that he would not fall behind. Bertie 
managed to pass his Afrikaans. And the calibre of the teachers 
is still the same. Bertie was an all rounder at Muir College – 
excelling in rugby, cricket and tennis – as well as participating 
in many cultural school activities. 

CONGRATULATIONS 
to Mr Bertie Cook 
(Class of 1937) on turning 100 on 4th April 2021.

100 NOT OUT…

Bertie matriculated in 1937 and in 1938 he joined Standard Bank 
with a career eventually spanning 45 years. 18 months after joining 
the bank, war broke out and he volunteered to fight. As Bertie states 
“At the time we had to get the bank’s permission to volunteer, but it 
was very seldom – if ever - withheld”.

After fighting in North Africa, he was captured at Tobruk and taken 
to Benghazi and placed under the control of the Italians. He was 
put on a boat to Italy and ended up in camp Lucca, the conditions of 
which were horrific. The camp had been built over a swamp and it 
had been condemned by the International Red Cross. “I had a hole 
in my leg from an infected insect bite, and there were no medical 
facilities. I was 21,” he recalls.

He does have some good memories from the war days, one of which 
was on his 21st birthday. He was sitting on the shores of the Western 
Desert waiting for his next move when a parcel arrived - it was 
from his aunt who raised him. “It was a very big cake and she had 
hollowed it out and put a half jack of brandy inside and closed the 
cake. Nobody had seen brandy in the Western Desert. 
We appreciated it very much – but not for long.”

1st Quarter, 2021
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Happy 100th Birthday Bertie

Bert says his positive attitude, sense 
of humour, and love of sport got him 
through the tough times. He never 
missed an opportunity to set up an 
impromptu soccer, cricket or tennis 
match, at one point carving out a 
life-sized tennis court between army 
barracks and getting the necessary 
equipment donated from the Red Cross.

Other qualities also stood him in good 
stead. This included determination, 
people skills and problem solving 
abilities. A young man of his age could 
only have learned these skills at school.

Through his banking career he 
completed the Bankers Institute Exam. 
He says, On joining the bank in 1938 
– an achievement in itself during the 
Great Depression – he had to write three 
entrance exams: English, arithmetic 
and general knowledge. One of the 
questions was: what is the White House? 
And I replied: Buckingham Palace! “It 
didn’t make much difference to my 
appointment but they all had a good 
laugh “

Looking back, he highlights some 
significant changes in culture over the 
years. When he applied to join the bank, 
after meeting the manager of the branch 
in Cradock, the manager mentioned in a 
covering letter to Head Office that “the 
applicant writes left-handed”. Back came 
a query from head office in Cape Town: 
“Does he look awkward when he writes? 

HAPPY 100TH BIRTHDAY BERTIE
Because the bank’s books are made for 
right-handed people!” Fortunately, it 
was confirmed that my writing style 
was similar to that of a normal right-
handed person, and I was duly offered 
employment by the bank.”

He experienced the development of 
banking systems from completely manual 
processes to a combination of manual 
and mechanization, to the early days of 
computerization.

One of his early memories is balancing 
large, heavy ledgers, which were entered 
manually and shortcast at the end of each 
day. At the end of one balancing procedure 
at the end of a financial year, shortly after 
joining, they were a penny out. “They 
nearly went bananas,” Bertie recalls. 
“We had to find the penny as it couldn’t be 
rounded off. Eventually I found the penny 
in one of the shortcasts. This was around 
10 or 11 o clock at night and I was a hero 
with the rest of the staff as we were finally 
allowed to go home.”

Bert retired in 1982 as Head of Personnel 
Operations and lives in a retirement 
complex in Bedfordview, Gauteng Province, 
South Africa.

You are an inspiration to all Old Muirites 
Bertie and we wish you all the very best.
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OMU President’s Message

Greetings to all Old Muirites as well as the broader Muir family. 

I have had the privilege recently of meeting and interacting 
with old boys of all ages. To give you an idea – when I 
popped into Debonairs in Uitenhage (Kariega) at the end 
of February I was approached by Kay-C Draai- an old boy 
who had matriculated last year (Class of 2020). He said 
he recognised me and wanted to say thank you for what I 
was doing for the school. Then just a few days ago George 
Yerolemou, Lance Hilliard-Lomas, Asanda Singata and I 
had the opportunity to visit Bertie Cook (Class of 1937) 
in Johannesburg and wish him on his 100th birthday. 
Talk about a generation gap – there are a few generations 
between 2020 and 1937! Well done also to the over 600 
individuals who signed Bertie’s card – this included 
teachers, current learners at the School and Old Muirites 
from around the world. Bertie – and his 2 children who 
joined us were simply blown away by the card and the 
many, many messages of congratulations. We enjoyed some 
champagne and also provided Bertie with an OMU tie. He 
proudly showed us a framed collage of photos hanging 
on his wall – this of the last time he visited Muir College 
in 2015. The collage contained photos of both the Red 
Brick building and new school as well as photos with the 
then Headmaster Bun Hopley and OMU President, Ricky 
Wedderburn. A proud moment for the four of us who visited 
Bertie and brought new meaning to “ … and the name they 
have handed down to us” !

See more about our birthday visit to Bertie in this Edition.

OMU President’s Message
Thanks must go to old boys who have accepted the 
responsibility of updating their Class Lists. The OMU is 
on a major drive to update contact details of all old boys 
and it is deemed best for Classes to update and then send 
to the OMU. Please do assist wherever you can to spread 
this word and encourage old boys to send updated contact 
information.

I would also like to personally thank Joe Suti for all his 
hard work last year as OMU Manager. Joe has decided 
to pursue other interests and early in 2021 the OMU 
welcomed Wendy Knott-Craig as our new OMU Manager. 
In her first few months in the position Wendy has already 
made an incredible impact and we wish her many years 
of success as she drives the OMU forward in a full -time 
capacity. Make sure you also read the fun and interesting 
profile of Wendy in this Edition. 

In order to achieve the vision of the OMU, we have 
requested a voluntary donation be considered to 
cover running costs and the OMU Committee is 
extremely grateful to all old boys who have pledged the 
recommended amount (and some even more!). Treasurer 
Joel Katz runs a tight ship and all monies received have 
been recorded and documented. 

Please continue to keep your eye on the Old Muirite 
Union’s social media channels as well as the website we 
share with Muir College www.muircollege.co.za

Last – but not least – the OMU wishes School Headmaster, 
Robin Stephenson a speedy recovery after recent surgery. 

Nec Pluribus Impar

Andrew Binning
Old Muirite Union President
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Headmaster’s Feedback

Firstly, I would like to thank Mr Francis for standing in 
for me up to now, as I had to undergo spinal surgery in 
February. I look forward to returning to my office.

We were very satisfied with our matric results, especially 
at the upper end, where we had 3 ‘A’ aggregates, namely 
Darius George, Robert Hendricks and Marques Prins. Darius 
and Robert, who both achieved 6 distinctions, have been 
accepted to study medicine at Stellenbosch University. 

Cultural and sporting activities have been limited due to 
Covid-19, but we are scheduled to commence with cricket 
matches soon. We hope that other sports will follow.

My sincere thanks to Andrew Binning and Wendy Knott-
Craig, who put together a fantastic on-line Founders’ 
programme. Thanks also to Thoriso M-Africa, our Head of 
Marketing and Communications, for assisting. I must also 
congratulate the class representatives for their excellent 
reports. It was a wonderful time of reflection and fun.

The 2022 Projects are underway and the PTA kitchen/tuck 
shop building is almost complete. Next term we will tackle 
the Resource Centre and the following term, the museum. 
We will be asking old boys for memorabilia at a later stage. 

Headmaster’s Feedback

Robin Stephenson

We are very excited about the Foundation’s first project, 
the Solar initiative. Thanks to George Yerolemou in 
particular for his work in this regard. Thanks also to Riaan 
Claassen for all his work with the establishment of the 
Foundation.

The 2022 Committee will meet in due course to finalize 
the programme for our 200-year celebrations. Of course, 
the OMU is well represented on this body, with Andrew 
Binning and George Yerolemou both serving on the 
Executive.

The Bench Project will be completed this term as 
promised. Thanks again to all the class groups for their 
support. Should a class group wish to donate money for 
a specific project, please contact the OMU president, who 
will liase with me regarding the use of the funds.  

Lastly, my thanks to Andrew Binning and his committee 
for their initiative and energy. I would like to express my 
sadness on the passing of Steve O’ Hagan, who was so 
generous towards the school. I must also acknowledge 
a donation to the school by the late Mr Rodmore (R.B) 
Wicks. The donation is sincerely appreciated. 

Nec pluribus impar.

Yours sincerely
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Database on Alumnet

Our OMU Manager, along with Carl Love as well as many class 
representatives, have been working hard to update the database 
as many names, email addresses and cell numbers were missing. 
We still have a long way to go, but it is improving since a 
month back.

We’d like to encourage you to either logon to the site 
(https://omu.alumnet.co.za/) or contact Wendy Knott-Craig 
(oldmuiriteunion@gmail.co.za) to update your details. 

You don’t want to miss out on newsletters, correspondence, 
updates on the Founder’s Weeks, etc. so please do keep us 
updated with your contact details.

We will need: 

- Your name and surname

- Year you matriculated

- Your email address

- Your mobile phone number

- The city and country where you reside

- Which house you belonged to

Did you know that the Old Muirite Union uses the Alumnet 
portal to keep our database updated?

Powered by AlumNet

DATABASE ON ALUMNET
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2021 Founder’s Week

We had to get creative for this year’s 
Founder’s Week due to the global 
pandemic and the protocols that go 
with it. 

After some investigations we decided 
on hosting a Zoom event with the 
classes celebrating their reunions, 
with this being a live link to the 
Thomas Muir Facebook page. 

OMU President, Andrew Binning, 
opened the event, followed by a video 
clip from the school Principal, Robin 
Stephenson, as well as a message from 
the current Head Boy Ntsika Mzalazala. 
A representative from each year then 
had 4 minutes (and they were timed) 
to speak on their class’s behalf. 
Andrew also gave an update on the 
Old Muirite Union. 

We had approximately 200 participants 
on both portals. A lot of laughter and 
“cheers” was had, a lot of reminiscing 
was experienced, and many attendees 
said it was a real “feel good event”. 

The meeting ended at approximately 
20h30, but a few people stayed on 
Zoom to chat and catch up for a while. 
Some classmates from the Class of ’81 
met to watch the zoom together.

Many thanks to those who participated. 
Let’s hope that 2022 brings us back 
together in person.

 Old Muirite Union Reunion 2021 Live Stream

2021 FOUNDER’S WEEK
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2022 Founder’s Week

2022 Founder’s Week Reunion 
Class Representatives
Plans are already in place to gather the details for the classes that 
will be celebrating their reunions in 2022. Listed below are the 
details of the representatives for each class reunion. It would be 
great if you could make contact with your class rep to ensure that 
they have all your details on file.

YEAR REUNION REP EMAIL

2012 10 Years Nathan Dennis ndennis16@gmail.com 

2002 20 Years TBC

1997 25 Years Guy Wates
Duncan Evert

guywates@gmail.com
duncan@csi-africa.co.za

1992 30 Years Zarrin Zemkhe zarrin@expressplz.co.za

1987 35 Years George Yerolemou gyerolemou@ilithepe.com

1982 40 Years Dave Snuggs davesnuggs@gmail.com

1972 50 Years Derick Ingram derick@yocal.co.za

1967 55 Years Howard Beckley fburg@breede.co.za

1962 60 Years Warwick Owen warwick@isat.co.za

1952 70 Years Wendy Knott-Craig oldmuiriteunion@gmail.com 
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200 Year Celebrations

200 YEAR CELEBRATIONS

Proposed Events:
DATE ACTIVITY

Tuesday  • Burying of a Time Capsule for 10, 25 & 50 years

 • Launch of “200 Lessons for Life” booklet

 • Sport and Cultural events between pupils, old boys and teachers

Wednesday  • OMU Golf Day & Prize Giving

 • Launch of the International Rugby Festival

Thursday • International Rugby Festival

Friday  • Rugby Festival Breakfast

 • School Assembly

 • War Cry Guinness Record attempt

 • Launch of Resource Centre / Museum

 • Sport and Cultural events between pupils, old boys and teachers

 • NC Dugmore Reunion & Activities

 • OMU Cocktail function with previous and current teachers

Saturday  • International Rugby Festival

 • Cricket festival

 • NC Dugmore Reunion & Activities

 • Gala Dinner incorporating the launch of the 200-Year Muir College 
  Commemorative book

Sunday • Remembrance Day at Muir College
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OMU get together

OLD MUIRITE GET TOGETHER IN GAUTENG
Friday 26 March 2021 saw approximately 
50 Old Muirites, who are located in the 
Gauteng region, get together for some 
networking and catching up.

The OMU President, Andrew Binning, and 
OMU Vice President, George Yerolemou 
attended from Port Elizabeth (Ggeberha) 
and were hosted by the Gauteng 
Representatives, Lance Hilliard-Lomas 
and Asanda Singata.

A lot of catching up and reminiscing was 
done, including the singing of the school 
song and chanting of the school’s war cry.

Keep a look out for announcements on 
get togethers in your region. If you don’t 
want to miss out on them, please ensure 
that your details are on our database 
(send to Wendy Knott-Craig on 
oldmuiriteunion@gmail.com) 
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Q&A with Headboy, Ntsika Mzalazala

Q&A with Headboy

Q What are you looking forward to the most during 

 your term as leader?

Ans: I’m looking forward to the bonds that we will make 
as the prefect body of 2021 and ensure that we work as a 
‘’pack’ to maintain and preserve the good name of the Muir. 
Since 2021 has started off on a rough note but I am confident 
in my team that we will face the challenges head on.

Q What are your strengths and weaknesses?

Ans: My strengths are probably time management and 
having the see things through at all cost. My weakness has 
to be perfectionism, that is probably the reason why I take 
hours to complete something that could be done in minutes.

Q Is there anything you would like to change 

 at your school? 

Ans: There is not much to change at the school but I 
would like to introduce a sense of belonging and ‘gees’ 
within the school.

Q What do you love the most about your school?

Ans: I love the sense of brotherhood among the boys and 
are always making sure we got each other’s backs even in the 
darkest of moments.

Q For matrics: Matric is your final year, from an 

 academic point of view, what are you aiming for? 
Ans: This year I am aiming for honours in academics.

Q What will you message of encouragement be for 

 your prefects/co-leaders? 

Ans: I know we have all been waiting for this moment 
for a long time since stepping into the doors of Muir in 
grade 4. Since it is our final year let us make sure that this 
year is going to be the best year so far in all spheres of school 
life whether it is to do your roles as leaders or performing in 
your academics or your sports. LET US DO IT! 

Q Who is your role model?

Ans: Cristiano Ronaldo.

Q For matrics: What are your plans after matric in 2022? 

Ans: To escape out of the rat race (if you know you 
know). I would probably be heading to University next year 
to do either computer science or accounting.

Q If you could be any superhero, who do you want 

 to be and why?

Ans: I don’t know if he is a superhero but I would have 
to say Walter O’Brien from the series Scorpion. Simple, that 
guy is a genius!

Q On a regular Saturday, you will find me at……. 

 with…….… 

Ans: You will find me at the gym or at home binge 
watching documentaries.

Q Who is your Hollywood celeb crush? 

Ans: Rihanna!

Pick one:

Q Netball, rugby, cricket, or hockey?

Ans: Rugby

Q Cappuccino, hot chocolate, or tea?

Ans: Tea

Q Braai with friends or takeaways?

Ans: Braai with friends

Q Binge watching series or a live music festival?

Ans: Binge watching series

Q Android or iOS?

Ans: IOS

Congratulations Ntsika Mzalazala on being 
selected as a leader at your school. 
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Trevor Winer Scholarship

TREVOR WINER SCHOLARSHIP

Darius George is the latest recipient of the Trevor Winer 
Scholarship. He is currently studying his first year of 
medicine at the Stellenbosch University, at the 
Tygerberg campus. 

Darius says “ I am very thankful for the Trevor Winer 
Scholarship as it has enabled me to purchase a new laptop. 
I am looking forward to an exciting year ahead.”

We wish Darius all the best for his future studies 
and look forward to calling him Dr George one day.

Darius receiving his Colours Blazer from Mr Stephenson

The Trevor Winer Scholarship was established in 2008 by 
Trevor Winer, OMU from the Class of 1955. The purpose 
of the scholarship is to financially assist deserving, 
academically gifted learners matriculating from Muir 
College to obtain a degree from a South African university. 

The scholarship is for up to R40 000 per annual for up to 
four years of studying.
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Muir College School News and Activities

MUIR COLLEGE SCHOOL NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

The school year started a bit late due to lockdown, but the learners have settled in and are well on their way to completing the first term.

Zipho Ruiters has been 
selected for the Warriors 

U19 Cubs team

Mr Francis has served Muir College for 
over 30 years. He joined Muir College 

in 1989 and has fulfilled numerous 
responsibilities in the life of the school. 
He is described as consistent, fair and a 
teacher who knows how to cultivate a 

genuine love for history.

Mr Rossouw has served Muir College 
for 30 years. He started at the old 

premises in 1991 and was among the 
staff who eventually moved across to 
the current building. He is described 
as a faithful gentleman. The school is 
privileged to have men of this calibre. 
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Muir College School News and Activities

MUIR COLLEGE SCHOOL NEWS AND ACTIVITIES

Various classes and individuals have sponsored benches for around the sports field. Many thanks for your contributions

Life Sciences Practical

The matric learners extracted DNA from onion cells. The practical required them to use apparatus 
and laboratory supplies provided to break down and extract the DNA.

Cricket & Chess from weekend 20 March
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Business Portal

Muirites unite for 
better business

Introducing the OMU BUSINESS PORTAL, an all new platform for Old Muirites and friends of Old Muirites to 
promote their businesses and services.  The Old Muirite Union has approximately 3500 members worldwide 
ranging from 18 to 100-year-old.  

This Portal business will allow old boys and friends of the OMU to pro�ile and advertise their business offerings.  

Key bene�its include:

• Free listing of business
• Business sharing platform
• Option to pay for premium listing
• Networking of business and service
• National/International coverage
• All businesses welcome
• Friends of Muir welcome

SIGN UP NOW!

Register at:

www.muircollege.co.za/my-account  
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OMU Committee

OMU COMMITTEE

Andrew Binning
President

George Yerolemou
Vice President

Mark Bakker
Secretary

Joel Katz
Treasurer

Clayton du Plooy
Committee Member

Justin Fourie
Committee Member

Leo Doria
Committee Member

Lyntin Gouws
Committee Member

Ricky Wedderburn
Committee Member

Robin Stephenson
Committee Member

Ross Heynes
Committee Member

Thomas Terblanche
Committee Member

Mark Manlee
Committee Member

Riaan Claassen
Committee Member

Vuyolwethu Dyan
Committee Member

Contact details are available on the website:
www.muircollege.co.za
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OMU Representatives

NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

National Asanda 
Singata (Gauteng)

Buchulu Sibaca 
(Cape Town)

Chris Lategan 
(East London)

Fabrizio Altichiero 
(Grahamstown)

Graham Smith 
(Durban)

Kevin van Tonder 
(Cape Town)

Khaya Makaza 
(East London)

Lance Hilliard-
Lomas (Gauteng)

Mark Manlee 
(Port Elizabeth)

Mpumzi Plaatjie 
(Durban)

Runeshan Moodley 
(Port Elizabeth)

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

Craig Cuyler 
(England)

Andrew 
Ramsbottom 
(New Zealand)

Carl Harrison 
(England)

Craig Potgieter 
(Australia)

Graeme Ingram 
(Namibia)

Jonathan Hamp-Adams 
(USA)

Mark Beckett 
(Scotland)

Mark Sims 
(Indonesia)

Neil Hamp-Adams 
(Dubai)

Paul Frew 
(Canada)

Ricardo Suarez 
(Germany)

Roscoe Ratangee 
(China)

Sikander Peer 
(China)
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Q&A with Old Muirite, Mark Sims

Q&A with 
Old Muirite, 
Mark Sims

Q In which year did you Matriculate from Muir?

Ans: 1978

Q Which sports or cultural activities were you 

 involved in?

Ans: Rugby, Cricket, Athletics, Cross Country, Hockey.

Q Where do you currently live? 

Ans: Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Work in Jakarta, Indonesia.

Q Have you ever attended a school reunion?

Ans: Yes.

Q What is your profession? 
Ans: Security Consultant.

Q What is your funniest school memory? 

Ans: Jolly Jokers Club gatherings. 

Q Who was your favourite teacher and why?

Ans: Tom Ferreira – A distinguished gentleman. 
and mentor.

Q Which quality did Muir instill in you, that you are 

 most proud of? 

Ans: Positive values.

Q Tellus a bit about your family.

Ans: Two sisters live in Uitenhage, one in Johannesburg 
and one in Hartebeespoort. My daughter lives in 
Johannesburg. My partner and I live in Kuala Lumpur.

Q What are your hobbies and interests? 

Ans: Wildlife and Bird photography, creating comical 
rhymes and songs.

Q What is your favourite movie of all time? 

Ans: Grease.

Q If you could travel to anywhere in the world, 

 where would you go and who would you 

 take along?

Ans: Mongolia – My life partner, Lena.

Q Golf or rugby?

Ans: Play – Golf; Watch - Rugby.

Q Coffee or beer?

Ans: Beer.

Q Tell us something that very few Old Muirites 

 would know about you?

Ans: I was one of the original event organizers of the 
Asia Expat Pool Challenge (now the Asia Pool Challenge), a 
billiards tournament which commenced in 2011 between 
teams from Jakarta and Bangkok. It has subsequently 
expanded to include teams from Jakarta, Bangkok, Manila, 
Singapore, Shanghai, Ho Chi Minh, Phnom Penh and Seoul. 
I am no longer involved due to work obligations. (www.
asiapoolchallenge.com – you’ll find me in the News Stream).

Mark Sims is the International Representative for Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, Thailand region. Any old boys in those 
countries are to please make contact with Mark 
to introduce themselves.
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Q&A with Educator, Hantie Meyer

Q&A with 
Educator, 
Hantie Meyer

Q Subject/s you teach?

Ans: Maths.

Q How long have you been at Muir College?

Ans: Almost 22 years.

Q Is there anything that you wish you’d known as a 

 first-year teacher? 

Ans: I wish I had worked harder in Geometry at school. 
I was thrown into the deep end, having to teach gr8-12. 
Could not remember any Geometry from my school years.

Q What’s the best advice you’ve been given about 

 teaching?

Ans: When you teach maths, you must assume that the 
learners in front of you know nothing.

Q What kinds of qualities do students look for in 

 teachers? 
Ans: Honesty, empathy, supportive, well trained in your 
subject, sense of humour.

Q How do you approach discipline and what role does 

 it play in learning? 

Ans: Discipline is a prerequisite for achievement. I do not 
believe in Hitler style discipline, but I cannot stand chaos. 
 
Q Funniest moment at Muir?

Ans: Staff items at Mime concerts many years ago. And 
more recently the staff item Grease at the Roar 
Talent evening. 
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Q&A with Educator, Marc Goeiman

Q&A with 
Educator, 
Marc Goeiman

Q Subject/s you teach?

Ans: Grade 7 (Afrikaans, Technology, History); Grade 6 
(Natural Sciences & Technology); Grade 5 (Personal & Social 
Wellbeing).

Q How long have you been at Muir College?

Ans: In my 7th year (Did my practice here at school in 
2013 and got appointed the following year).

Q Is there anything that you wish you’d known as a 

 first-year teacher? 

Ans: That there would be so many extra things other 
than teaching that needs to be completed.

Q What’s the best advice you’ve been given about 

 teaching?

Ans: Most advice I’ve received has been through 
observing other teachers.

Q What kinds of qualities do students look for in 

 teachers? 
Ans: In my opinion, someone who comes prepared 
to class; someone who is able to take control of the class 
(learners easily take advantage of those who can’t); 
someone who they can relate to (I think when teachers 
don’t come down to the learner’s level, it creates an 
atmosphere where the learners don’t feel comfortable 
enough to develop & grow).

Q How do you approach discipline and what role does 

 it play in learning? 

Ans: I believe that one rule applies to every learner in 
my class. There is no special treatment. When it comes to 
disciplining the learners, I would first make sure that everyone 
understands why the rule is the way it is and then carry out 
the necessary disciplinary steps. I think that if there were no 
rules in class, or if the teacher does not have any control of 
the class, then that would have a direct impact on teaching & 
learning. 

Q Funniest moment at Muir?

Ans: A bird flew in through the door and flew straight at a 
learner, whose nickname was birdie. It flew all around him and 
in his neck and all the learners were shocked, myself included. 
After all the chaos, the bird flew out the window and a boy 
said: Sir, the bird went to its family.
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OMU Club house

THE PERFECT VENUE FOR 
THAT SPECIAL EVENT

The Old Muirite Union are proud to offer their club house, The Muirite,
for your upcoming birthday party, end of year function or celebration. 
Enjoy the spectacular views over Vanes Estate and greater Uitenhage 
with family, friends or colleagues in a quiet, secure and intimate setting 
featuring all the amenities you need to host a great event.

VENUE:

Burton Ave.

Vanes Estate

Uitenhage

CONTACT FOR BOOKINGS:

Wendy Knott-Craig

073 201 8699

oldmuiriteunion@gmail.com

• OUTSIDE BRAAI FACILITY
• CASH BAR
• PARKING AVAILABLE
• QUIET & INTIMATE
• SOUND SYSTEM
• FLAT SCREEN TV
• KITCHEN & SERVING HATCH
• OUTSIDE SPACE AVAILABLE

30 PEOPLE R1000 BARMAN INCLUDED

MORE THAN 30 R1350 INCLUDING EXTRA BARMAN

VENUE CAN BE ALTERED TO ALLOW 75 PEOPLE

RATESFACILITIES
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Q&A with OMU Manager

Get to know the 
OMU Manager 
Wendy Knott-Craig

Q Which school did you attend & when did you 

 matriculate?

Ans: Alexander Road High School in Port Elizabeth. 
I matriculated in 1987 (the best year).

Q Which sports or cultural activities were you 

 involved in?

Ans: Not too many. I played social tennis (I stood at the 
tennis net and socialised) and I played goalie for the 4th 
Hockey team. I hated running, and a goalie doesn’t need 
to run too much, thus that position.

Q Tertiary Education? 

Ans: I qualified as a Secretary the year after school and 
in my 30’s I finally decided to get a Communications / 
Public Relations Diploma through UNISA.

Q Where do you currently live?

Ans: I live in Port Elizabeth.

Q Tellus a bit about your family 
Ans: I have a 12 year old son who goes to Curro 
Westbrook. My 84 year old dad also lives with us.

Q What are your hobbies and interests? 

Ans: Being creative by doing mosaics, dot painting, 
crocheting. Listening to music (don’t ask me to sing), going 
to the gym (for health purposes), long walks, reading. 

Q If you could travel to anywhere in the world, 

 where would you go and who would you 

 take along?

Ans: Probably back to Croatia to spend more time there 
as well as to Slovenia and Bosnia. And I would like to travel 
alone as I love the freedom of travelling alone.

Q Golf or rugby?

Ans: Neither. I’m learning about golf as my son 
is a keen player.

Q Coffee or beer?

Ans: Neither – gin please.

Contact Details: 

Email : oldmuiriteunion@gmail.com 
Cell : +27 (0)73 201 8699

President: 

Andrew Binning 

Email : andrew@inkanyezi.co.za 
Cell : +27 (0)82 372 9247

Secretary: 

Mark Bakker 

Email : markbakker@bmiza.com  
Cell : +27 (0)83 227 2496


