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A fun Zoom event was held on 2 August to mark the 
start of one year to go to the 2022 Founders’ Week 
Celebrations. We even had a few of the Old Boys 
featuring in a song (watch it on our Old Muirite 
YouTube Channel. Click here to view: 
https://youtu.be/FNmfcVvMB2Y). 

3rd Quarter, 2021

Don’t forget to 
diarise the dates: 
3 – 9 August 2022

200 YEAR LOGO 
REVEALED“ “

200-YEAR CELEBRATIONS
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WEDNESDAY 3 AUGUST 2022
• Old Muirite Union Golf Day & Prize Giving
• Careers Symposium

THURSDAY 4 AUGUST 2022

• Time Capsule Ceremony
• Launch of 200 Life Lessons Leadership Booklet
• Interactive Activities Between Old Boys, Learners, Parents & Community
• Careers Symposium
• Honouring Current & Past Teachers’ Cocktail Evening

FRIDAY 5 AUGUST 2022

• Corporate Charity Breakfast
• School Assembly
• War Cry Guinness Record attempt
• Careers Symposium
• Launch of the International Rugby Festival

SATURDAY 6 AUGUST 2022
• International Rugby Festival
• 200 Year Gala Dinner

SUNDAY 7 AUGUST 2022 • Remembrance Day at Muir College

MONDAY 8 AUGUST 2022 • International Rugby Festival

TUESDAY 9 AUGUST 2022 • Farewell function
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Individual Class Reunions

All Class years are encouraged to utilise the 200 year celebrations to arrange at least one 
Class get together during the Founders’ Week.

The following classes will be celebrating their “big” reunions:

INDIVIDUAL CLASS REUNIONS

10 Year – Class of 2012

Nathan Dennis
20 Year – Class of 2002

Runeshan Moodley
20 Year – Class of 2002

Gareth Woods
25 Year – Class of 1997

Guy Wates

30 Year – Class of 1992

Zarrin Zehmke
35 Year – Class of 1987

George Yerolemou
40 Year – Class of 1982

Dave Snuggs
50 Year – Class of 1972

Nigel Fox

55 Year – Class of 1967

Howard Beckley
60 Year – Class of 1962

Warwick Owen
70 Year – Class of 1952

Wendy Knott-Craig
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OMU President’s Message

Greetings to all Old Muirites as well as the broader Muir family. 

The Old Muirite Union Constitution was recently amended to 
allow ALL teachers and staff of Muir College the opportunity to 
belong to the Union. The wording was also amended to apply 
to staff of the Old Muirite Union as well as the Muir Foundation. 
The proposed constitution amendment – made at the OMU’s 
Annual General Meeting – and ratified at a recently held Special 
General Meeting, further solidifies the fact that old boys wish for 
the Union to be fully inclusive. The OMU will always serve the 
best interests of old boys, but the changed Constitution provides 
an opportunity for all who hold Muir close to their hearts to be 
involved and support the objectives of the Old Muirite Union. 
The amended Constitution is available for all to view on the 
OMU section of www.muircollege.co.za

To further include the entire Muir Family the “Friends of Muir” 
supporters Club will soon be launched. Watch this space!

Talking about membership of the OMU – the Committee and 
leadership of the Union invite all members who would like to 
represent the Union at this year’s Valedictory Service at the 
School on Thursday 21 October to reply to OMU Manager, 
Wendy Knott-Craig. This is our opportunity to welcome the Class 
of 2021 into the Old Muirite Union. Ties – purchased by the OMU 
– will be presented to each of the Grade 12s at the Valedictory 
Service and the Class will be welcomed into the OMU.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all who have 
bid on items presented in the inaugural Annual OMU Online 
Auction. Proceeds will supplement the contributions made by 
many old boys’ voluntary contributions to assist in the running 
of the OMU. 

OMU President’s Message
The auction is open for just 2 more days and closes at midday 
on Thursday 30 September – so there is still opportunity for 
you to bag some great deals and at the same time support 
the Union. Visit www.muircollege.co.za/auction and see 
also the feature on the auction in this Newsletter on Page 8.

The OMU continues to share regular news updates on our 
social media platforms and encourages all members to Like 
/ Follow and engage with the Union on the Thomas Muir 
Facebook page; the Old Muirite Union LinkedIn, Instagram 
and YouTube platforms.

The Muir Foundation’s Solar project continues to gain 
momentum with a status quo on Page 5.

The Founder’s Week in 2022 will take place from 3 – 9 August 
and will focus on the Muir College 200-year celebrations. 
Every old boy and all members of the Union are encouraged 
to make every effort possible to attend and celebrate with 
fellow old boys and the school. It is envisaged that an online 
booking system will be developed and allow for old boys to 
book attendance at Founder’s Week from 1 February 2022. 
Stay healthy, keep fit and keep saving – the OMU has embarked 
on a Partnership drive to secure corporate and government 
sponsors / partners – but with so much planned it’s still going 
to cost – so keep saving.

Enjoy this quarter’s OMU Newsletter!

Nec Pluribus Impar

Andrew Binning
Old Muirite Union President
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Headmaster’s Message

It has been another tough term, with the impact of Covid -19 
being quite severe. A number of our boys lost loved ones 
during this period, while many were either infected, or forced 
to self-isolate, missing valuable teaching time. The following 
grades attended school on a full-time basis: Grade 10-12, 
Grade 6-7. The rest of the school attended on alternate days. 
The Matrics are currently busy with their Prelim exams.

On the sporting front, we were given some hope when 
we received news that contact sports could resume. 
However, when considering the high infection rate in Kariega, 
it was decided not to continue. Non-contact sports practices 
continued. One of our cricketers, Siphamandla Bashe, was 
selected to attend the CSA U17 National Camp last weekend. 
First Team Cricket matches against St Andrews and Dale are 
being planned and the boys will also participate in the 
Pearson Festival.

Headmaster’s Message
Our Debating team will participate in the Provincial 
Championships, while members of our Interact Club 
will participate in a Rotary workshop shortly.

Otherwise, we have been working hard with the OMU in 
preparing for 2022. My thanks to these gentlemen and 
Wendy for their energy and commitment. We will keep 
you posted regarding the 2022 events and projects. 
One of these is the 200 year Commemorative Book, 
which is progressing well. I would also like to acknowledge 
Old Muirite Neil Hamp-Adams for his work in the design of 
the 2022 logo, which will appear on all our correspondence 
as well as the memorabilia and clothing that will be made 
available. Exciting times!

I hope to see some of the OMU Committee at the Valedictory 
Service on 21 October.

Robin Stephenson
Muir College Headmaster
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The Muir Foundation Solar Panel Initiative

THE MUIR FOUNDATION 
SOLAR PANEL INITIATIVE

The Muir Foundation has had a fantastic response to our call for support with the Solar Panel Initiative.

Money raised from these panels will go towards bursaries for Muir College for the next 20 years, thus contributing towards 
the school’s long term sustainability. It also offers more sustainability in the form of going “green” and off the grid and not 
having to rely on Eskom. 

To date Muir Foundation has sold 227 of the anticipated 461 panels, in four months! Well done Gentlemen! 

Our thanks go to the various anonymous donors and families who have donated, as well as to all the classes 

 461

Thank You!
to the following classes who have  

already contributed to this initiative:

1976, 1978, 1979, 1982, 1987, 1988,  
1989, 1990, 1991, 1993, 1994, 2001,  

2006, 2008, 2010, 2012.
 

We also want to acknowledge those who 
have made anonymous donations.

227

SOLAR 
PANEL
INITIATIVE

H
el

p 
us

 re
ac

h 
ou

r 
go

al

who have participated:

1976   1978    1979   1981   1982    1987 
1988   1989   1990   1991   1993   1994   
2001   2006   2008   2010   2012

Classes can commit to purchasing several panels over 
the next year or two.

Corporates can commit to purchasing panels over their 
next 2 financial years.

The Muir Foundation can also provide you with monthly 
invoice for a certain amount towards your solar panel.

Don’t forget the Muir Foundation can issue an 18A 
Tax Certificate, which means that Corporates may also 
purchase panels and put it towards their CSI spend.

The Muir Foundation would like to thank all who have 
contributed towards this project.
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Achievements by Old Muirites

OLD MUIRITES EXCELLING
The Old Muirite Union would like to acknowledge and congratulate the 

following old boys who have achieved over the last few months

Lance Nelson, Class of 1988

Lance Nelson was recently promoted to Managing Director for PERI APAC Services, 
which is a German-based company specialising in Formwork, Scaffolding & Engineering 
solutions with over 300 offices globally. They are the market leader in their industry 
and are involved in many major projects.

Lance has been in the Formwork & Engineering industry for over 20 years, 
having worked in South Africa, Dubai, Qatar and now based in Kuala Lumpur 
in Malaysia. He is responsible for 48 Asian Pacific Countries.

Zwelethu Bashman, Class of 2002

Earlier this year Zwelethu Bashman was appointed as Managing 
Director for international healthcare and pharmaceutical group MSD. 

Zwelethu has been in the pharmaceutical industry for many years 
and joined MSD in 2019 as the Director for HIV and Vaccines. 
During his tenure MSD signed voluntary licence agreements 
with other healthcare companies to allow the marketing 
of generic versions of its HIV medication, 
expanding access to treatment for people 
living with HIV/AIDS in Africa.
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Achievements by Old Muirites

OLD MUIRITES EXCELLING

George Yerolemou, Class of 1987

Congratulations to George Yerolemou and his team at 
Acoustex Group on their recent Exporter of the Year 
Eastern Cape Award. This prestigious award is handed out 
annually to an Eastern Cape business who has excelled 
and met the judging criteria. Acoustex Group won the 
Best Exporter – Medium Enterprise award as well as the 
overall 2021 Exporter of the Year.

Mihlali Mosi, Class of 2015

Mihlali Mosi was named in the Free State Cheetahs rugby 
squad for this year’s Currie Cup Premier Division. Mihlali 
plays Flanker or Number 8. During the Currie Cup game 
versus the Bulls, he scored a fantastic try.

Sadly the Cheetahs narrowly lost the 
game to the Bulls 39-36. 

Lloyiso Gijana, Class of 2017

Congratulations to Lloyiso Gijana, Class of 2017, and 
previous Top 5 of Idols SA (2015), on being the first 
South African artist to sign with US based Republic 
Records. Lloyiso has also signed up with Universal 
Music Group South Africa. 

Keep the music going.

Hilton Slack, Class of 1989

Hilton was invited to the Japanese Olympic games 
earlier this year as swim coach to breaststroke 
swimmer, Michael Houlie. 
This takes a lot of hard work and 
dedication to the sport. Well done Hilton.
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Online Auction

ONLINE AUCTION
The inaugural annual OMU Online Auction has been quite a hit, with 12 Lots up for bidding, which include 
artwork, accommodation at 5-star establishments, wine, golf, seaside resort accommodation, a hunt, wifi 
for a year, signed Japanese rugby jersey and a breakfast. Funds raised from the Auction will go towards 
the running costs of the OMU.

Our thanks to the following sponsors:

• Cape st Francis Resort
• Craig Cockroft (Class of 1979)
• Crema Walmer Restaurant 
 (Martin du Plessis Class of 1989)
• Katberg Eco Golf Estate
• MyOwn Internet Service Provider 
 (Rowan Luck, Class of 1997)

• Nic Bakker (Class of 2007)
• PE Hotel Group
• Rudman Family (various classes)
• Shane Gates (Class of 2010)
• Walmer Golf Course
• Wayne Bellingan (Class of 1997)

LOT

1
LOT

2
LOT

3
LOT

4

LOT

5
LOT

6
LOT

7
LOT

8

LOT

9
LOT

10
LOT

11
LOT

12

Artwork by an Old Muirite
Barrels

Weekend for 4 at
Cape St Francis Resort

A case of Wine Signed Japanese Rugby Jersey 

Voucher from Crema Walmer and 
Get to know the OMU Manager

Artwork by an Old Muirite
Wave Beater

Artwork by an Old Muirite
Wave Plough

Golf Lessons and
a Round of Golf

Four Rounds of Golf 

Impala Ram Hunt for 2
Accommodation from

PE Hotel Group Free WIFI for one year
from MyOwn ISP

Visit www.muircollege.co.za/auction to place your bids.  GOING…. GOING…. GONE

AUCTION ENDS

MIDDAY

SOUTH AFRICAN TIME

ON THURSDAY

30 SEPTEMBER

AUCTION ENDS

MIDDAY

SOUTH AFRICAN TIME

ON THURSDAY

30 SEPTEMBER
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Video Shoot & Valedictory Service

VIDEO SHOOT & VALEDICTORY SERVICE

The OMU, along with Boomtown Advertising Agency, recently spent 2 days at Muir College doing 
a video shoot. The purpose of this is to create an emotive video which will be used to promote the 
200-year celebrations, the school, as well as utilise when pitching 200 year celebration sponsorship 
opportunities to potential partners.

Old Muirite Union Committee Member and OMU Trustee, Leo Doria, features briefly in the video, and the rest of the 
cast are learners and educators from Muir College.

The school’s media club, which puts together electronic news vlogs and newsletters, accompanied the crew, 
and learnt a lot about a live video shoot, and that a lot of patience is required.

Our thanks go to headmaster Robin Stephenson for giving us access to the entire campus. Thanks to the school’s 
Marketer, Thoriso M-Afrika, for assisting at the shoot, and to all the teachers and learners who were involved 
or who were inconvenienced in any way. Your support and patience are much appreciated. 

Watch out for the link to the video once it has gone live.

Onsite Video Shoot

It’s almost time for the Class of 2021 to leave Muir College and their 
Valedictory Service will be held on Thursday 21 October 2021 at 
17h00 South African time.

The Old Muirite Union invites locally-based OMU members to join 
members of the OMU Committee at the Service. Please confirm with 
OMU Manager, Wendy Knott-Craig.

Valedictory Service
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Business Portal

BUSINESS PORTAL
The OMU’s Business Portal has been growing in the last few months and we would like to welcome two new Premium 
Listers, namely Crema Café and Coffee Roastery, and EmmerSan.

Crema Café and Coffee Roastery is a lovely café restaurant located in Main Road, Walmer, Port Elizabeth (Gqeberha). 
They also specialise in Roasted Coffee, so please do pop in to get your fresh coffee beans.

EmmerSan is an online store specialising in sanitary ware and kitchenware. They operate throughout South Africa.

Industries listed on the Portal include:

Thabisile Mgwali
Class of 2002 

Senior Journalist 
with Caxton Local Media

Scott Irving
Class of 1989

Akhona Maqwazima
Class of 2000 

Emazweni ICT

Faheem Abrahams
Class of 2003

Nathan Thomas
Class of 2005 

Global Sales Director 
for Superside

Asanele Mfengu
Class of 2012

Data Analyst for Toyota SA

Siba Phillip
Class of 2016

Owner of PhillpFitness

Donovan Kretschmer
Class of 2010

Director of a Sports Agency 
called Tridon Sports Management

Nceba Mafa
Class of 2009

Associate Attorney

Peter Myburg
Class of 2008 
Enrepreneur

Accommodation Auditing Automotive Books

Branding Chemicals Communication Tech. Construction

Consulting Distillery Engineering Equipment Hire

Event Marketing Financial Fitness Gas

Golf Graphic design IT Laboratory equipment

Legal Logistics Office equipment Online Retail

Photography Property Protection Restaurant

Retail Supply chain Surveyors Transport

Travel Tyre Voice over Waste management

Water solutions Wellness 

Many of these organisations are international and not localised to South Africa only.

To register your company, visit www.muircollege.co.za and follow the links to the Old Muirite Union, Business Portal.

The OMU Business Portal Advisory Board
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School Activities

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

Many thanks to Old Muirite, Mark Sims (Class of 1978) for his 
very generous sponsorship of a picnic bench to the school. 

Cross Country

Lthalethu Dingela and Sibusiso Colepi have run the best times 
this season over an average 4km distance. Well done gents.

Debating League

Our debaters performed consistently in the schools’ league 
this year, resulting in them earning a quarter final spot against 
Westering High. Their compelling arguments resulted in a win 
which saw them go up against Pearson High in the semi-final, 

which was narrowly awarded to Pearson, with the 
best speaker award going to our Lufefe Hempe.

Roarfax, the Media Club, has been busy of late. They have been 
conducting video interviews with the headmaster as well as 

spending 2 days with a video crew to observe 
how video shoots happen outside of school. 

This club distributes an online video newsletter

Academic Achievements

Congratulations to these learners who earned their academic 
badges for exceptional academic achievement.

Tristan de Kock, Ntsika Mzalazala, Abongile Njokwana, Zachary Jacobs, 
Matthan Slambee, Callan Muller, Daniel Beckley. 

Maths Olympiad

Well done to Zaahid-Achmed Abdollatief who was placed 
amongst the top 100 in the province in the Maths Olympiad.
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School Activities

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

The 2021 Matrics recently started writing their prelim 
examinations. We wish the well on this journey.

Congratulations to Siphamandla Bashe for being selected to 
attend the Cricket SA U17 National Camp in 

Port Elizabeth (Gqeberha).

The pond in the Memorial Garden Walkway recently 
underwent a conversion from a pond into a water feature 

with its own ecosystem.

Congratulations to Joshua Seifert, who was selected to 
represent Eastern Province Metallic Silhouette Shooting 

Association in the SAMSSA Nationals next month.

SCHOOL MAGAZINE ADVERTISING 
OPPORTUNITY

Muir College produces a beautiful digital year-book annually, which is filled with fun and 
achievements that have taken place over the year. It is professionally printed and distributed 
to school families, extended families and friends.

Should you or your company wish to advertise in this 2021 year-book, contact: 
Wendy Knott-Craig, OMU Manager, on oldmuiriteunion@gmail.com
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Q&A

Q&A with 
Janice Trennery
(Jann aka “Mavis”)

Q How long have you been at Muir College?

Ans: 7 years.

Q What is your position at Muir?

Ans: Secretary to all and sundry. 

Q What does your role entail? 

Ans: Secretarial duties & HR admin, chasing deadlines, 
gatekeeper, scanner, nurse, learners’ lunch, homework, 
assignments and PT clothes. Another Mrs “Fixit”.

Q What is your funniest moment at Muir?

Ans: A learner who had had a tooth extracted the 
previous day, waiting to go home after a test - handed me 
a note “Please can I go and rinse my mouth in the toilet?” 
and Announcement on the intercom : … please be punctual.” 
The two Panchal learners arrived at the office to say their 
names were called. 

Q What are your hobbies outside of work? 
Ans: Tickling the ivories, arts and crafts, crotcheting.

Q&A with 
Noleen Emmerson

Q How long have you been at Muir College?

Ans: 20 years plus change (Feel like I’m part of the 
furniture). My Grandfather, father, brothers and sons 
all went to Muir. So I have had a long history with 
Muir College.

Q What is your position at Muir?

Ans: Secretary (my granny Lucy Wates was also secretary 
at Muir Snr for ± 15 years). Was in charge of the clothing shop 
for 15 years. 

Q What does your role entail? 

Ans: Well now, what exactly is a Secretary’s/Receptionists 
role Jack of all trades.

Q What is your funniest moment at Muir?

Ans: There have been so many. One that stands out was 
when Mr Hopley’s worsie decided to sit on the chair in the 
staff room as though he was part of the meeting.

Q What are your hobbies outside of work? 
Ans: Spending time with family #1 Sport 
(age has caught up with me to not play some sports anymore)
Playing golf
Reading
Watching TV
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Q&A with 
Reyno Nel

Q How long have you been at Muir College?

Ans: 21 Months at end of September.

Q What is your position at Muir?

Ans: Estate Manager. 

Q What does your role entail? 

Ans: Looking after Buildings, Fields and staff’s “needs”.

Q What is your funniest moment at Muir?

Ans: I experience “funny moments” every day. I cannot 
single out a funny moment. It is rather the exception when 
I have a dull day. Working with teachers is very amusing. 

Q What are your hobbies outside of work? 
Ans: Woodwork, Nature drives. I cook and try new recipes. 

Q&A  |  Thoriso Survivor

Thoriso Survivor
Muir College Marketer, Thoriso M-Afrika, recently featured in Survivor South Africa on Mnet, 
which was filmed on the Wild Coast late in 2020. Sadly, they couldn’t film out of the country 
due to travel restrictions.

When chatting to Thoriso about her Survivor experience, I learnt that yes, there really is 
minimal food in Survivor. Yes, they really do sleep outside and open to the elements. 
No, there are no proper bathroom facilities.

What you see on Survivor, is what you get. The mental exhaustion is very also very real.

Well done to Thoriso on a game well played and for being true to who she is.
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Meet the Old Muirites

MEET THE OLD MUIRITES

Damian Dennis, Class of 2006
When asked where Damain grew up, his answer was “on the Ellis sport 
field”, because of his love for sport. During his school days he lived for 
cricket, rugby and some hockey on the side. In the afternoons you’d find him 
playing touch rugby with the boarders, where he spent more time than at 
home. He also enjoyed the time and skills learned on Mr Cloete’s debating 
team and he then transferred those skills into debates with his teachers.

After school Damian studied at the Nelson Mandela University in 
Port Elizabeth, where he completed a BCom Rat and a BCom Honours. 
He then completed the requirements and is registered as a CA(SA). 
Damian’s career has taken him from Port Elizabeth, the Guernsey 
(Channel Islands) to Dublin (Ireland) and finally to Abu Dhabi, where he 
currently lives and works at the Abu Dhabi Investment Authority.

Damian is happily married with 2 cats and in his free time you can find him 
on the golf course or supporting the Bokke. 

He is currently reading “Golf for Dummies” and listening to various podcasts. 

His fondest memory of his time at Muir College was the various sporting tours and the banter with the Boys.

Damian’s closing words are “Nothing is better than a braai with boerewors and a Castle Light”. 
He seems to be missing South Africa.

Cleave Jekels, Class of 2007
Cleave grew up in Uitenhage and currently resides in Port Elizabeth 
(Gqeberha). During his time at Muir College, he played some rugby and 
was also a prefect in Matric. Cleave had a passion for helping people in 
the community and was part of the interact board.

After leaving school, Cleave attended the University of Cape Town where 
he studied an MBChB (Bachelor of Surgery & Medicine). He came back to 
his roots to complete his internship at the Uitenhage Provincial Hospital 
in 2016, and he is now aspiring to specialise in orthopaedic surgery where 
he currently works at the Livingstone Tertiary Hospital.

There is no one specific memory that stands out for him from his days 
at Muir College, but he says that the experience of attending such a 
well-rounded school that has a love for its heritage and has stern 
discipline, has shaped him into who he is today.

Cleave is not married but is in a committed relationship and during his free time you’ll find him travelling or in fine 
dining restaurants, as he considers himself a foodie.

He’s a bit of an old soul who enjoys music from previous generations, with Queen being his all-time favourite band.

“You have only one life, so live it to the best of your ability. You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take. So, travel, 
see the world while you can and immerse yourself in the experience and culture of what the world has to offer.”
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Meet the Old Muirites

MEET THE OLD MUIRITES

George Winship, Class of 1983
George grew up in Uitenhage and was a boarder from 1981 to 1983. While he 
was at Muir College, George participated in rugby, athletics and cross country. 
His hobbies included scale plastic models and he cycled Uitenhage flat.

Winship went on to qualify as a heavy-duty electrician at Good Year and later 
became a CAD technician. His career took him from Good Year to MosGas and 
is now at Hi-Tech Auto in the R&D Department. George has also started an 
online hobby shop MDF Models, thus turning his hobby into a small business.

George now lives in PE with his wife and child and in his free time he plays 
sport including training for his 9th full Ironman in November. He’s also 
rebuilt several cars and currently restoring a 2004 Opel Corsa 1.4 Utility. 

His current book of choice is instruction manuals and online tutorials 
relating to triathlons and his hobby. He has a wide range of music 
preference, from Queen to ACDC to the Stones, throw in some Reggae and Visage and Phil Collins.

George’s fondest memory of being a Muir boy is that his time as a border helped him a lot for his call up duty 
in the army.

As far as life experiences, he has been unemployed 3 times which tops the list for experiences, and he’s been lucky 
to travel within South Africa for sport and work. 

George Simpson, Class of 1961
George grew up in Uitenhage and matriculated from Muir College in 1961. 
During his time at school, George played 3rd team rugby and Cake League 
cricket. He has a strong heritage at Muir College with his father and uncle 
starting here in 1931 and 1933, and George’s son also attended 
Muir College (Class of 1988).

After matric, he went on to study a B.Comm at Stellenbosch University. 
He also did his time in the army and was then employed by Ford Motor 
Company until they left Port Elizabeth in 1985. George then bought a 
butchery in Uitenhage and after selling it he went to Old Mutual and 
retired in 2014.

He is fortunate to live in Bushmansriver. George is widowed and has 
2 children. His favourite type of music is anything from the 1950s and 1960.

One of George’s life lessons is to never trust his classmates (he says this with a laugh). In their youth, after Speech 
Night, a few of the boys went for cake and cooldrink and were told that the new swimming pool in town was being 
filled with water. Off they went to find out if they could have a swim and after paying an entrance with cigarettes 
and a few “bob”, they entered. The young gents were told that whoever goes down the slide into the baby pool the 
best, will receive the cigarettes and cash. George stepped up and offered to go first, but … there was no water in the 
baby pool and his classmates offered to catch him. Needless to say, they didn’t catch him, and he spent a few days in 
hospital recovering, and no contact sport for 6 months. He never said if he received the cigarettes and cash.
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Meet the Old Muirites

MEET THE OLD MUIRITES

Lungile Maqoma, Class of 2002
Lungile was raised in New Brighton in Port Elizabeth (Gqeberha) and 
was a boarder at Muir College from 1996 to 2002. Besides playing rugby, 
cricket and partaking in athletics, Lungile was also in the Choir for 6 years.

After matric Lungile went to the University of Fort Hare where he obtained 
his LLB (Bachelors of Laws) and later he obtained his LLM (Masters Degree) 
at Europa Institute at Saarland University in Germany. Lungile’s career 
has taken him from his internship with the Office of the State Attorney 
in East London, to working as a Foreign Lawyer at Hogan Lovells in 
Frankfurt, Germany, where he lives with his spouse.

When Lungile wants to relax you can find him either cycling or playing cricket. 
He is currently reading Soweto Under the Apricot Tree, by Niq Mhlongo. 

One of his fondest memories of being a Muir Boy is playing touch rugby 
almost every afternoon at the hostel.

“Provided you have funds at your disposal, travel as much as you can and meet different people from all walks of 
life. It really opened my mind and I learnt a lot from other people’s culture and life experiences.”

Kevin Clark, Class of 1956
Kevin’s entire schooling was at Muir College, matriculating in 1956 at the 
age of 16. He was Bugle Major in the school’s marching band, and played 
the trumpet in the school dance band, doing his first paid gig with the 
then music teacher’s band.

He spent a year working for the Port Elizabeth City Council as a trainee 
draftsman and then studied architecture and music at Cape Town University.

He left SA in 1963 and worked as an architect in London, travelled widely 
in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa. He married a Kiwi in London 
and they moved to Wellington New Zealand in 1966. He soon set up his own 
practice, which then amalgamated with another and grew to a large firm 
with offices in New Zealand and Brunei.

A parallel career in music kept him busy with regular TV appearances and 
radio broadcasts. In 1997 he sold his share of the practice and returned to University to continue his interest 
in music. He completed post – graduate studies, tutored at the Conservatorium for many years and composed, 
performed and recorded several albums, two of which won National Awards for Best Jazz Album of the year. 
An accomplished glider pilot, he has been involved with flight instructing and training for forty years.

He has published three books, on music, gliding and a motorbike ride through the Middle East in 1964. He has two 
sons and two grandchildren and leads a full active life performing and teaching music, a speaker, and a glider pilot. 
Kevin would gladly welcome any Old Muirites who visit New Zealand.
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Muir College’s Scottish connection

MUIR COLLEGE’S SCOTTISH 
CONNECTION

From its earliest days, Muir College has had a strong association with Scotland, which has always stressed the 
importance of education. Some of the Scottish links with Muir College are:

James Rose Innes, who established the Free School in Uitenhage to which Muir College traces 
its origins, was born in Banffshire, Scotland. He attended King’s College, University of Aberdeen, 
Scotland. After eight successful years running the Free School in Uitenhage and nine as professor 
of mathematics at the South African College (later UCT,) he became the first Superintendent 
General of Education at the Cape in 1839. He was awarded an Honorary Doctor of 
Laws degree (LLD) by the University of Aberdeen in 1840.  

Robert Templeton, an MA graduate of Glasgow University, emigrated from Scotland to the Cape Colony in 1856. 
After teaching at Lovedale College and becoming a Presbyterian minister, he headed the new Proprietary School 
established in Uitenhage in 1864, before moving to Bedford in 1866.

Under the leadership of Scot John Mitchell (1888-1893), the reputation of the Public School (later Muir Academy) 
was greatly enhanced. During his tenure, pupil numbers rose from fewer than 40 to almost 200.

Sir Thomas Muir – Scottish mathematician and Langham Dale’s successor as SGE of the Cape 
from 1892, lent his name to what became the Muir Academy in the same year. He officially opened 
the new red brick buildings in April 1904, the extended boarding house (the old school building on 
the corner of Cannon Street and Park Avenue), gymnasium and swimming bath in 1906, and the 
further extensions in 1914. 

William McDonald Scott was headmaster from1894-97, during which time Muir Academy 
flourished academically with excellent results in public exams and the cadet corps came into being (1896).

Jock Sutherland 1897-1922: legendary headmaster and graduate of Edinburgh University, 
saw many developments and improvements during his tenure: the opening of the Academy library 
(1899); the new school building in 1904; the extended boarding house, the gymnasium and 
swimming bath (1906); new tennis courts and honours boards (1912); shooting range (1913) and 
building extensions to house the Science and Woodwork rooms (1914). Muir College (as it was 
known by 1907) offered a wide variety of activities, and sporting and academic honours were not 
in short supply. Pupil numbers also grew significantly during Sutherland’s time. 

Tom Bell, a school master at Muir from 1901 to 1934, a redoubtable Scot, was methodical and precise in his teaching 
and discipline. According to Old Boy Alan Wilson, he had an accent ‘as broad as Loch Lomond’. Bell was quite a golfer, 
with ‘iron’ wrists and a good swing, and when punishing miscreants, seldom raised the cane higher than his shoulder. 
When about to cane a boy he would often ask, ‘Do you want it ampertjies raak or ampertjies miss?’ Despite such 
idiosyncracies he was greatly respected as a teacher and a Muir legend.

From personalities to emblems: the Rampant Lion of Scotland appears in the school badge and a 
pair of lions (not real ones) adorns the new main gates at the school.

Content supply by Charles van Renen, Class of 1963.

DID YOU KNOW?
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MEET THE OMU COMMITTEE

Andrew Binning
President

George Yerolemou
Vice President

Mark Bakker
Secretary

Joel Katz
Treasurer

Clayton du Plooy
Committee Member

Justin Fourie
Committee Member

Leo Doria
Committee Member

Lyntin Gouws
Committee Member

Ricky Wedderburn
Committee Member

Robin Stephenson
Committee Member

Ross Heynes
Committee Member

Thomas Terblanche
Committee Member

Mark Manlee
Committee Member

Riaan Claassen
Committee Member

Vuyolwethu Dyan
Committee Member

Contact details are available on the website:
https://muircollege.co.za/omu/omu-committee-members/

Meet the Old Muirite Union Committee
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MEET THE OMU NATIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVES

An online meeting was recently held 
with the National Representatives to 
discuss the OMU and strategies for 
the way forward.

We’d like to thank these gentlemen 
for their time and the effort that they 
put into making the OMU a success.

Cape Town

Uitenhage

Port Elizabeth

Grahamstown

East London

Durban

Pretoria
Johannesburg

Meet the Old Muirite Union National & International Representatives

MEET THE OLD MUIRITE UNION 
INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

An online meeting was also recently held with the International Representatives. 
For some it was early in the morning and for others it was evening.

We’d like to thank New Zealand Representative, Andrew Ramsbottom, for his 
input over the years. Andrew has stepped down and has been replaced by 
Tyrone Bayman. Welcome to Tyrone.

Germany

South Africa

England

Scotland
Canada

USA

Namibia

China

Australia

Dubai

New Zealand

Indonesia

Malaysia

Tyrone Bayman

All names and contact details of National and International OMU Representatives 
are available on the OMU Website.
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Anecdotes

ANECDOTES

Where did Craven Week originate?
1960 was the year when inter-provincial school rugby started and the first ever school rugby match 
was between EP Schools and the Border Schools, played in East London. Old Muirite, Rienk van der Leij 
(Class of 1961), was the Captain of the EP Schools team. A few years later, this became Craven Week. 

Slang over the years

1950 – 1960 

Dig it – to agree / understand something 
Bummer – disappointing 

1960 – 1970 

Groovy – awesome, cool. 
Far Out – strange, bizarre

1970 – 1980

Catch you on the flip side- see you later 
Radical – cool in an awesome way

1980 – 1990 

My bad – my fault 
Gnarly – difficult, dangerous, challenging 

1990 – 2000

As if – sarcastic response to a suggestion 
Talk to the hand – when what the other person 
 is trying to tell you has been rejected

2000 – 2010 

That’s hot – usually used sarcastically to indicate it’s not hot 
Chillax – to “chill” and “relax” at the same time 

2010 – 2019

Bromance – a strong, non-sexual friendship between men 
Selfie – we all know what that is 

2020 to date:

BRB – be right back 
Yeet – could mean “yes”, can also be a greeting, or just an impassioned grunt. 

Respect your parents. They passed school without Google.
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CONTACT DETAILS: 

For any queries, please contact

Old Muirite Union Manager: 

Wendy Knott-Craig  

Email : oldmuiriteunion@gmail.com 
Cell : +27 (0)73 201 8699

Old Muirite Union President: 

Andrew Binning 

Email : andrew@inkanyezi.co.za 
Cell : +27 (0)82 372 9247

International Secretary: 

Mark Bakker 

Email : markbakker@bmiza.com 
Cell : +27 (0)83 227 3496

Contact us

CONTACT US
DATABASE

Don’t forget to be in touch should any of your details change, or if you know of anyone 
who has moved, changed email addresses, etc.

We would like to thank Carl Love, Class of 1975, for all his efforts in updating the 
database. Carl spent many hours transferring data from the school’s handwritten 
records onto the Alumnet system. Our database increased by over 2000 names 
thanks to Carl. Your efforts and support are “second to none”.

The Old Muirite Union would like to hear from you – let your fellow Old Muirites 
know where you are and what you are up to and if you have received any awards, 
recognition or fame!

SOCIAL MEDIA 

Follow the Old Muirite Union on social media platforms:

          Thomas Muir

          Old Muirite Union

         Old Muirite Union

         Old Muirite Union

Typesetting and Design proudly sponsored by: 

Driving Force Advertising, Dubai, UAE  |  www.d4rce.com

Carl Love


